Percutaneous treatment for pacemaker-associated superior vena cava syndrome.
Superior vena cava (SVC) obstruction is an uncommon but serious complication associated with permanent pacemaker implantation. The mechanical stress associated with pacemaker wires may lead to vessel wall inflammation, fibrosis, and thrombus formation, and ultimately to venous stenosis and occlusion. The surgical treatment of pacemaker related SVC syndrome requires thoracotomy and carries significant morbidity. This article illustrates the authors' initial experience with a "one-step" percutaneous approach for this problem, consisting of percutaneous retrieval of a pacemaker system, followed by venous revascularization with angioplasty and stenting, and installation of a new pacemaker device.